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/4 the trial courts of the federal government, district courts have limited jurisdiction over

a wide variety of civil and criminal cases. There are 94 federal judicial districts grouped into 

12 regional circuits. The Southern District of California, created in 1966, is part of the 9th 

Circuit and has jurisdiction over San Diego and Imperial Counties. The entire western 

boundary of the Southern District lies on the Pacific Ocean. The entire southern boundary of 

the District borders the Republic of Mexico. There are international ports of entry at San 

Ysidro, Otay Mesa, Tecate, Calexico, and Andrade. The San Ysidro port of entry is the world's 

busiest land crossing where over 14 million vehicles and 40 million people legally enter the 

United States each year. 

San Diego is the 8th largest city in the United States with a population of over 1.3 million 

people. San Diego County has a population of more than 3 million; Imperial County has a 

population of 160,000. As a major urban center, the Southern District of California 

experiences the full range of legal and criminal 

activities present in any metropolitan area. Because of its proximity to an international border, 

the District continues to be a major corridor for both illegal immigration and illicit drug 

trafficking activities. It is not surprising that the Southern District ranks fifth in the nation in 

federal felony filings. The Southern District also handles the full range of civil litigation 

common in large cities. 

San Diego County is a major center for biotech research and wireless technology. This has 

resulted in a number of highly complex patent and intellectual property cases in our federal 

court. In 2011, the Southern District of California was selected to participate in a 10-year 

Patent Pilot Program designed to enhance expertise in patent cases among U.S. District 

Judges. The five designated Patent Pilot Judges have handled 90.9% of the patent cases filed 

in the district since the program started. There has also been a 112.8% increase in the 

number of patent filings in that time. Nationally, the Southern District of Galifornia had the 

10th most patent cases filed in 2015. 

Contact Information: 

Carter and Keep Courthouse, Suite 530   
333 West Broadway, San Diego, CA 92101 
Email: Community_ outreach@casd.uscourts.gov 
http://www.casd.uscourts.gov/judicial-learning 
Telephone: (619) 557- 6928

Scan the QR code to view or 
install our mobile app in your 
tablet or mobile device. 

http://www.casd.uscourts.gov/walking-tour/ 

JOHN RHOADES FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER 

HISTORICAL 
WALKING TOUR 

WEST BROADWAY 

WEST G. ST. 

Points of Interest are numbered above and 

identified inside the booklet. 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

"Building confidence in American justice through 
education and understanding." 







Block 39: The State Street Neighborhood
After mapping out the town site for New Town along 
San Diego Bay, Andrew Gray, an Army surveyor, 
realized the potential value of the land. He 
purchased the property with partners and they gave 
the federal government two lots: Block 31, where 
the Army built a barracks and supply depot, and 
Block 39, where they hoped the government would 
buildbuild a post office or customs house. Instead, the 
Army stabled its horses there. Around 1900, the city 
wanted the new federal Post Office built on 
Broadway as part of a grand civic center. Instead, 

federal officials selected a site the government already owned: the Corral Block, ironically, the 
same Block 39 that Andrew Gray had originally intended for a post office.  Block 39 still 
contained Army horse stables, troughs and a few small wooden transition between the bustle of 
the surrounding city and the ceremonial space of the courthouse. The federal building destined 
to become the Jacob Weinberger U.S. Courthouse was constructed on the old Army corral in 
1913. San Diego would wait another 100 years to realize a federal courthouse fronting 
Broadway.

The building, now an historical landmark, was commissioned on April 5, 1913 as the U.S. Post 
Office and Customs House. It now houses the Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
California. Additional information on the building can be obtained via the brochure “A Brief 
History and Tour of the Courthouse,” available in the lobby of the building.

The Jacob Weinberger
United States Courthouse

The Southern District of California, as it is now 
configured, was created in 1966 when California 
was divided into 4 separate districts. Prior to 1966, 
the Southern District of California was centered in 
Los Angeles and the Weinberger Courthouse served 
as a satellite location for judges traveling from Los 
Angeles. The building was designed in 1906 by 
federalfederal architects under the supervision of James 
Knox Taylor, chief architect for the treasury 
department. Taylor described the design for San 
Diego’s new federal building as “an adoption of the 

Spanish Renaissance. The large windows are arranged so that they will open in the form of 
casements so that the entire area of the casement openings will be made efficient and an 
abundance of fresh air and light can be admitted . . .”

James M. Carter and Judith N. Keep
Courthouse with Cornerstone and Builders’ Plaque

The architectural massing of the new federal 
courthouse combines a slender 16-floor tower, 
rising above a transparent building base, the overall 
equivalent of a 22-story office building. The 
ultra-thin massing incorporates sustainable design 
strategies to allow daylight into the entire building 
and offer natural ventilation on select floors. In 
juxtapositionjuxtaposition to the rectilinear tower, the building 
lobby is an elliptical volume carefully positioned to 
be visible from all approaches to the site. The lobby 
serves to receive and direct staff and visitors to the 

multiple courthouse destinations. It is filled with filtered daylight from above and is animated by 
mezzanines of staff and visitor circulation. The traditional “lobby mural” is replaced by a 180-foot 
long south-facing ribbon window that frames a “mural garden” which changes with the seasons. 
The two-courts-per-floor design eliminates long corridors and gives human scale to the 
procession from entry to courtroom. This activity is visible from the public plaza to express a 
dynamic and accessible judicial process.  

The building cornerstone and the Registry of 
Builders and Designers are both located at the 
top of the entry ramp, near the main entry doors. 
The project provided over 1,500 jobs for each 
year of construction with over $185,000,000 in 
salaries benefitting the local economy. The 
building achieved LEED Gold Certification by the 
U.S.U.S. Green Building Council for environmental 
sustainability.

Hedge Wedge
San Diegan Robert Irwin is an internationally 
recognized artist known for playing with light, space 
and perception. Hedge Wedge is Irwin’s living 
sculpture, a ramp of interlock- ing concrete and 
steel elements, topped by a green privet. As with the 
grand steps of historic courthouses, Hedge Wedge 
provides a transition between the bustle of the 
sursurrounding city and the ceremonial space of the 
courthouse. This sculptural element required close 
collaboration between the buildings’ architects, 
landscape  designers,  construction  engineers, and 

others to become a reality. More than 1,000 plants for the piece were grown in a nursery over 
two years before they were planted at the courthouse.





The Edward J. Schwartz 
Courthouse Plaza

The second “park” developed along with the 
Schwartz Courthouse is the plaza running along the 
west side of Front Street. This plaza includes the E 
Street Mall and the area immediately adjacent to the 
courthouse. Originally, the main public entry to the 
courthouse was centered on the plaza with a 
moat-like recess on either side to allow daylight 
dodown to the basement level of the building. Today, 
the plaza and green space provide a respite from the 
bustle of downtown activity. Two notable features of 
the  plaza  are the  large  bird bath  element  on  the  

south end and the steps down toward  the Schwartz Courthouse.  In 
its day, these steps made the Schwartz Courthouse one of the very 
few courthouses to be entered by descending from the sidewalk. 
Through  the years,  this space has also been the scene of many 
citizen expressions of free speech, so essential to our democracy. The 
dedication ceremony of the Edward J. Schwartz Courthouse and 
Federal  Building  took place at the s outh end  of  this plaza on 
OcOctober 6, 1976.

Schwartz Courthouse Cornerstone
After nearly two years of planning, construction on 
the Schwartz buildings began in November 1972. 
The contract was awarded to general contractor 
Huber, Hunt & Nichols with a bid of $36.5 million. 
During the Cornerstone Ceremony on October 29, 
1974, Mayor Pete Wilson said the new Federal 
complex was the “anchor of the Horton Plaza 
redredevelopment program” for downtown and the 
L-shaped structure covering three city blocks would 
spur vital redevelopment efforts and be a “stimulus 
to the renaissance of downtown San Diego.” 

The cornerstone covers a rectangular, copper time capsule filled 
with news clippings of the progress of the Federal complex, the 
cover sheet of the contract, ceremony program, commemorative 
postage stamps, current local newspaper,  a dated Federal court 
calendar, two photos of the model of the building, and seeds from  
trees growing near the complex.

Excalibur
Also through the Art-in-Architecture program and in 
cooperation with the National Endowment for the 
Arts, GSA commissioned Beverly Pepper’s 
sculpture, Excalibur, which is displayed in the plaza. 
The piece consists of three steel triangular forms 
angled so as to appear to reach across the ground 
and toward the sky.

9/11 Memorial Garden
The 9/11 Memorial Garden, envisioned by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office and installed by the General Services 
Administration, pays tribute to the victims and first 
responders who stepped for- ward to assist at the 
tragedies that occurred on September 11, 2001. It 
includes a selection of red, white and blue flowers, 
symbolizing the patriotic spirit of our nation. The garden is 
identiidentified by a commemorative plaque which dedicates 
the garden to those who were lost. It includes a quote by 
Pierre Auguste Renoir:  “The pain passes, but the beauty 
remains.”  The memorial garden’s commemorative plaque

was unveiled by the mother of 9/11 victim Timothy Ray Ward, at a 10th Anniversary remembrance event held 
on September 11, 2011. Over 200 people attended the event, including four family members of victims killed 
in the 9/11 attacks.

Front Street Art-in-Architecture
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